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Appendix L: Wilderness Review

A wilderness review is the process used by the Service to determine whether or not to
recommend lands or waters in the National Wildlife Refuge System to Congress for designation
as wilderness.  The Service is required to conduct a wilderness review for each refuge as part of
the CCP process.  Land or waters that meet the minimum criteria for wilderness are identified in
a CCP and further evaluated to determine whether they merit recommendation for inclusion in
the Wilderness System.     

According to Section 13 of the Service’s Director’s Order No. 125 (12 July 2000), in order for a
refuge to be considered for wilderness designation, all or part of the refuge must: 

! Be affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the human imprint substantially
unnoticeable;

! Have outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined type of
recreation;

! Have at least 5,000 contiguous acres (2000 ha) or be sufficient in size to make practical
its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition, or be capable of restoration to
wilderness character through appropriate management, at the time of review; and 

! Be a roadless island. 

Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) is not recommended for inclusion in the
Wilderness System because it does not meet the above criteria.  The Refuge comprises only 
3,936 acres; has considerable evidence of past human use; does not have outstanding
opportunities for solitude; and is not roadless.   
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